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Claims 1-32 have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 3, 16, and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 3 recites the limitation "the magnetic strip" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Claim 1 , from which claim 3 depends, does not 
recite "a magnetic strip." Since claim 2 does recite "a magnetic strip," for examination purposes, 
it will be assumed that claim 3 should depend on claim 2. 

4. Claim 16 recites the limitation "said communication interface" in line 2. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, it will be 
assumed that this limitation should recite "said communication link." 

5. Claims 23-25 recite the limitation "said remote central database." There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For examination purposes, it will be assumed 
that these claims should depend from claim 21. In addition, claim 26 is dependent on claim 25 
and, as such, is rejected for the same reason. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Goetz et al., U.S. 
Patent No. 6,421,650. 

8. As per claim 20, Goetz teaches an apparatus for processing medical information of a 
patient, comprising: a housing having a slot for receiving a card having a memory (see column 
5, lines 36-41); a display screen located on said housing (see column 5, lines 42-43); a 
processor coupled to said display screen (see column 5, lines 36-43); a keypad located on said 
housing for entering a patient identification number (see column 9, lines 49-58); a plurality of 
keys located on said housing, each of said plurality of keys to provide direct access of a 
category of medical information related to said patient (see column 9, lines 49-58); wherein said 
processor accesses said memory to display a selected category of medical information in 
response to selection of a corresponding key (see column 9, line 59 - column 10, line 9). 



Claim Rejections « 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 1,4-19, and 21-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 



over Goetz et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,421,650 in view of Bessette U.S. Patent No. 6,263,330. 
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11. As per claim 1 , Goetz teaches a system to process medical information, comprising: a 
patient identification card, said card includes at least one memory to store said patient's 
information onto said memory of said patient identification card (see column 4, lines 25-34); a 
card reader and writer that receives said patient identification card, said card reader and writer 
to access said memory to provide access to said patient's medical information located on 
memory of said patient identification card, said card reader and writer having a display screen 
and a plurality of keys, each of said plurality of keys to provide direct access to said patient's 
medical information (see column 5, lines 36-41); a communications link (see Figure 1, in 
particular links connecting each component). Goetz does not explicitly teach a remote central 
database and a circuit coupled to said database as claimed. 

12. Bessette teaches a smart card based system for management of patient records 
including a remote central database to be accessed by a card reader and writer and said patient 
identification card via a communications link, said remote central database to receive and 
process collective patient medical information related to said patient (see column 16, lines 30- 
42); at least one circuit coupled to said remote central database via a communications link, said 
circuit to receive and process current medical information related to said patient, said current 
medical information being provided to said remote central database (see column 16, lines 40- 
49); and wherein said card reader and writer further provides access to said current medical 
information and said collective medical information located on said remote central database 
(see column 16, lines 40-49). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of 
patient record management at the time of the invention to incorporate these features into the 
system of Goetz. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate 
these features for the purpose of providing broader access to medical files in an enlarged health 
network (see column 3, lines 26-32 of Bessette). 
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1 3. As per claim 4, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches said card reader and writer further comprises a keypad for 
entering said patient's account number (see column 9, line 59 - column 10, lines 9). 

14. As per claim 5, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to a patient 
allergy information (see column 10, lines 10-16 and Figure 10). 

1 5. As per claim 6, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's personal information (see column 10, lines 23-27). 

16. As per claim 7, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's current medication information (see column 10, lines 1-3). 

17. As per claim 8, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's surgical procedure information (see column 5, lines 52-55). 

18. As per claim 9, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's diagnosis information (see column 9, line 59 - column 10, lines 9). 

19. As per claim 10, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's emergency contact information (see column 10, lines 23-27). 

20. As per claim 1 1 , Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's insurance information (see column 14, lines 35-37). 
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21 . As per claim 12, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's immunization information (see column 10, lines 10-16). 

22. As per claim 13, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's healthcare provider information (see column 6, lines 37-40). 

23. As per claim 14, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's medical history information (see column 10, lines 10-22). 

24. As per claim 15, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches one of said plurality of keys provides direct access to said 
patient's medical information summary (see column 10, lines 10-22). 

25. As per claim 16, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches said communication link comprises a modem (see column 8, lines 



26. As per claim 17, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches said card reader and writer further comprises a circuit to receive 
voice instructions (see column 8, lines 47-49). 

27. As per claim 1 8, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches said card reader and writer has a speech recognition circuit (see 
column 8, lines 47-49). 

28. As per claim 19, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches said communication link is the internet (see column 12, lines 56- 



62-65). 



59). 
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29. As per claim 21 , Goetz teaches the apparatus of claim 20 as described above. Goetz 
does not explicitly teach coupling said processor to a remote central database to store current 
and additional medical information of said patient. Bessette teaches coupling a processor to a 
remote central database to store current and additional medical information of a patient (see 
column 16, lines 30-42). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of patient 
record management at the time of the invention to incorporate these features into the system of 
Goetz. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate these features 
for the purpose of providing broader access to medical files in an enlarged health network (see 
column 3, lines 26-32 of Bessette). 

30. As per claim 22, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the apparatus of claim 21 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches said communication link is the internet (see column 12, lines 56- 
59). 

31 . As per claim 23, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the apparatus of claim 21 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches accessing information in response to selection of a corresponding 
key (see column 9, lines 49-58). Goetz does not explicitly teach accessing a remote central 
database. Bessette teaches accessing a remote central database (see column 16, lines 30-42). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of patient record management at 
the time of the invention to incorporate this feature into the system of Goetz for the reasons 
given above with respect to claim 21 . 

32. As per claim 24, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the apparatus of claim 21 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches accessing information upon receipt and validation of said card 
(see column 5, lines 36-51). Goetz does not explicitly teach accessing a remote central 
database. Bessette teaches accessing a remote central database (see column 16, lines 30-42). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of patient record management at 
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the time of the invention to incorporate this feature into the system of Goetz for the reasons 
given above with respect to claim 21 . 

33. As per claim 25, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the apparatus of claim 21 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches a plurality of remote users updating said medical information of 
said patient (see column 8, lines 62-65). Goetz does not explicitly teach accessing a remote 
central database. Bessette teaches accessing a remote central database (see column 16, lines 
30-42). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of patient record 
management at the time of the invention to incorporate this feature into the system of Goetz for 
the reasons given above with respect to claim 21 . 

34. As per claim 26, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the apparatus of claim 25 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches said plurality of remote users comprises at least one of: a 
hospital, a physician, a pharmacy, a paramedic, an insurance company and said patient (see 
column 8, lines 62-65). 

35. As per claim 27, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the apparatus of claim 25 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches said plurality of keys comprises at least one of: a personal 
information key, an emergency contact key, an insurance information key, an allergies 
information key, a medication information key, a surgery key, and an immunization key (see 
column 10, lines 10-22). 

36. Claims 28-31 contain substantially similar process limitations to system claim 1 and, as 
such, are rejected for similar reasons as given above. 

37. As per claim 32, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the process of claim 31 as described 
above. Goetz further teaches a plurality of remote users comprises at least one of a hospital, a 
physician, a pharmacy, a paramedic, an insurance company and said patient (see column 8, 
lines 62-65). 
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38. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Goetz et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,421,650 in view of Bessette U.S. Patent No. 6,263,330 and further in view of 
Feinberg, U.S. Patent No. 6,082,776. 

39. As per claim 2, Goetz in view of Bessette teach the system of claim 1 as described 
above. Goetz does not explicitly teach including a magnetic strip on the back of said patient 
identification card. Feinberg teaches a patient identification card that includes a magnetic strip 
(see column 7, lines 9-12). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art of 
patient record management at the time of the invention to include this feature in the system of 
Goetz. One of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to incorporate this feature for 
the purpose of enhancing the range of computer readable media that stores patient information 
for customer preferences. 

40. As per claim 3, Goetz in view of Bessette and Feinberg teach the system of claim 2 as 
described above. Goetz further teaches said card reader and writer has a slot for receiving said 
patient identification card (see column 5, lines 36-41). 

Conclusion 

41 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• Rost teaches a system for maintaining personal identification cards for 
authorizing access to personal information. 
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42. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Luke Gilligan whose telephone number is (703) 308-6104. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8am-5:30pm. 

43. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on (703) 305-9588. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

44. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




CLG 
6/14/04 
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